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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.99, 
Applicant discloses the reference(s) listed on the attached form PTO-1449 for 
consideration by the Examiner. i 

Applicant requests that the Examiner review the entire disclosure of each listed 
reference. The Examiner is requested to acknowledge consideration of the reference(s) 
by initialing the appropriate location(s) on the form PTO-1449 enclosed herewith. 

The present application was filed after June 30, 2003. Accordingly, copies of 
each U.S. patent and each U.S. patent application publication, cited herein, are not 
included, as permitted by the notice in the Official Gazette dated August 5, 2003. 

Applicant submits that the claimed subject matter of the present application 
defines over the cited prior art. 



Applicant does not represent any cited reference to be prior art and Applicant 
reserves the right to disqualify any reference by the showing of an earlier date of 
invention, if appropriate. 

As of the filing date of this information disclosure statement, a first Office Action 
on the merits has not been received by the undersigned. Accordingly, no fee for 
consideration of the information provided with this information disclosure statement is 
included herewith, as permitted by 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3). However, if an Office Action 
on the merits is mailed on a date prior hereto, Applicant hereby requests and authorizes 
the Commissioner to charge Deposit Account 50-0728 for the appropriate fee of 
$180.00 as specified in 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.17(p) and 1.97(c) for consideration of the 
information set forth in this disclosure statement. 
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